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Would extraterrestrials be more
inclined to visit Earth in space-
ships, or would they prefer 1o
communicate with us via radio or
television transmission? This de-
bate has raged for many years
among people interested in the
search  for  extraterrestrial
intelligence. All agree that more
information can be sent cheaper,
faster, and to more places by
radio transmissions, This is not 1o
say that “‘little green people'
would never show up in space-
ships. They would just be more
likely to send messages, hoping
that we would reply.

Scientists searching for alien
radio transmissions expect there
10 be a simple form of announc
ing or heralding signal followed by
a deluge of information describing
their civibization The view 1s that
4 veryv advanced soclety would
be benevolent and interested in
sharing its wisdom with develop:
ing cultures, An interstellar mes-
sage of very different sort was the
subject of a seience fiction novel,
A for Andromeda, by astro-
physicist Fred Hoyle and John El
ot (1962, Harper and Row, New
York) In their story, a message is
recetved from somewhere in the
constellation Andromeda, and it
15 in the form of a very large com-
puter program!

Why would alens transmit o
computer program? As the Hovle
and Elliot story unfolds, the com-
puter program starts to ask ques-
tions about Earth life and lb“;:

periments lead 1o the growth,
period of only four momm.ol a
full grown and beautiful female

human bdngl "Andromedn." as
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